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Major league baseball’s only openly gay former player, Billy Bean, was appointed 

the first-ever “ambassador for inclusion,” by Major League Baseball 

commissioner Bud Selig at this year’s All-Star Game. In this new role, Bean will 

work with teams in the major league and the minor leagues to provide guidance 

and training against homophobia, prejudice, and sexism. “As a young man, I 

silently walked away from baseball for all the wrong reasons,” Bean said at the 

press conference announcing his appointment.  

 

Bean shares his story in GOING THE OTHER WAY: An Intimate Memoir 

of Life In and Out of Major League Baseball (The Experiment, October 2014) which details his 

decade as an outfielder for the Detroit Tigers, Los Angeles Dodgers, and San Diego Padres, and the choice 

he made at the young age of 31, to leave the major leagues in the prime of his career. His teammates and 

family had no idea that Bean was living in the closet in the brutally anti-gay world of baseball. So much so 

that, when his partner Sam’s funeral conflicted with a ballgame, Bean made the wrenching choice to skip 

the memorial service of the man he loved. Balancing hardship with humor, this unprecedented memoir 

captures Bean’s trajectory from the dusty fields of his youth to the green grass of the majors—and his 

“A passionate memoir of the challenges Bean faced as a closeted gay athlete.” 

—Sports Illustrated 

 

“The courage Bean shows in telling his story is incredible.” 

—Los Angeles Times 



struggle to reconcile two worlds that seemed mutually exclusive. This is the perfect memoir for anyone 

looking for an insider account on the demands of a life in baseball and for insight into the quiet struggles 

of living with a secret and becoming an activist. 

 

This paperback reissue features a new preface by Billy Bean that reflects on what baseball means to him 

as a sport, what Major League Baseball means to him as an organization, and the strides this country has 

made—from pro basketball courts to the Supreme Court—toward creating a level playing field for 

everyone. 
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